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which rises in the' Jammu hills, traverses the centre of the District. A torrent in the rains, at other times the Degh dwindles to the merest trickle; like the greater rivers it is fringed on either side by a strip of alluvial soil, but in the upper part of its course through the Zafarwal tahsil the shifting of its bed has covered a large area with barren sand. Several other minor streams, of which the Aik is the most important, traverse the District. Midway between the Ravi and the Chenab is a raised dorsal tract, which forms a slightly elevated plateau stretching from beyond the Jammu border far into the heart of the doab. The upper portion of the District near the hills wears an aspect of remarkable greenness and fertility. The dorsal ridge, however, is dry and sandy; and between the Degh and the Ravi the wild and unproductive upland grows more and more impregnated with saltpetre as it recedes from the hills, till near the Lahore border it merges into a tangled jungle of brushwood and reeds. The District also comprises a small tract of low hills, called the Bajwat, on the north of the Chenab, a country of green grass and flowing streams, which presents an agreeable change from the arid plains of the Punjab.
There is nothing of geological interest in Sialkot, which is situated entirely on the alluvium. Cultivation is close, leaving little room for an indigenous flora of perennial plants. Towards the Jammu border, especially in the north-west of the District, plants of the Outer Himalayan fringe appear. Trees are rare, except where planted about wells, by roadsides, and in gardens.
A few wolves are the only representatives of the carnivora, while even hares and deer find little cover in so highly cultivated a tract. A few wild hog and nilgai are found, but no antelope have been shot in recent years. In the cold season wild geese, ducks, and other water-fowl abound in the marshes and on the river banks and islands ; quail are plentiful in spring, but partridges are scarce.
The climate in summer is, for the plains, good; and, though there are generally a few days of most intense heat, the neighbourhood of the hills prevents any long-continued spell. The cold season resembles that in the Punjab generally, but begins early and ends late. The low hills are cool but very malarious, as is also the waterlogged valley of the Degh, while other parts are decidedly healthy. Pneumonia is common in the winter and fever in the autumn.
Owing to its submontane position the District has an abundant rainfall, but this diminishes rapidly in amount as the distance from the hills increases. The average rainfall varies from 22 inches at Raya to 35 at Sialkot; at the latter place 28 inches fall in the summer months, and 7 in the winter. The heaviest rainfall recorded during the twenty years ending 1901 was 64 inches at Sialkot in 1881-2, and the lowest 10 inches at Daska in 1891-2.